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"The Miracle of Restraint!" lpalmsundayl
Mark 1 1:1-10

In his book, The Jesus I Never Knew, Philip Yancey borrows a phrase from
Fyodor Dostoyevsky's well-known work, The Brothers Karamazov, where the
fictional character,Ivan, speaks of "the Miracle ofRestrainl". This peculiar
phrase was referring to God's magnanimous restraint by not fully exercising
His divine power and authority over mankind.

Yancey writes: "The miracles Satan used to allure Jesus in the
wilderness, [Luke 4:3,9-11], the srgns the Pharisees demandedof Him
fMatthew 12:38; 16:1], the final proofs I myself yeamfor, offer no obstacle to
an omnipotent God. No, what's more amazingwas His refusal to perform, to
overwhelm."

Yancey explained this peculiartty of God's restraint this way: "God's
terrible insistence on human freedom is so absolute that He granted us the
power to live as though He did not exist." 1 Thus, being fully awate of God's
mlghty omnipotence, and yet His reluctance to exercise His full powers, is
mind-boggling and spell-binding! Regrettably, this is how many people choose
to live their lives. . . as if God does not exist! The late Dr. Walter Wink, an
American theologian and Bible scholar, aptly put it this way, "If Jesus had
never lived, we would not have been able to invent IJim." 2

Thus, the sermon title, "The Miracle of Restraint". I chose this passage not
just because it fulfilled prophecy. Nor because of its simplicity. Rather, my
pu{pose is to emphasize Jesus' stalwart determinationto fulfill His Father's
plan of redemption. Knowing full well that ttwould cost Him His life! The
'Son of God'carrre to us as the 'son of Man'so that we would become His
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beneficiaries as children of God!

First, let us examine the factthat: JESUS' MOTIVE WAS
DELIBERATE (repeat).

To substantiate this fact, I'11cite two passages from John's narrative. In
John chapter 13, beginning in verse 1, we rcad: c(Now before thefeast of the
Passorer, Iesus knowing thot Eis hour had cone that He should depart ofi of this
world to the Father, hsyins loyed His mvn who were in the world, He lwed them to
the end." To further advance this premise that Jesus' motive was delibetate,
He said to His disciples: '(f will not speak nuch n ore with yourfor the ruler of the
world (Satan) is coming, and he has nothing in Me; but thet the yoild. moy know
thot I lwe the Fother, and as the Father gave Me commandment, eyefl so f do,

Arise, let us gofrom hereD [John 14:30,311.

This tells me that not only was Jesus deliberate in His motivation, He
did so of His own volition; in accordance with His Father's command. In his
book, And the Angels Were Silent, Max Lucado, commented: "Forget any
suggestion that Jesus was trapped. Erase any theory that Jesus made a
miscalculation. Ignore any speculation that the cross was a 'last-ditch' effort.
For if these words tell us anything, they tell us that Jesus died on purpose! No
surprise. No hesitation. No falterrng...You can tell alotabout a person by the
way he dies. And the way Jesus marched to His death leaves no doubt that He
had come to earth for this moment." 3

Secondly, we come to understand: JESUS' MODE WAS
PROVIDENTIAL (repeat)

Our passage reads that Jesus sent two of His disciples to go into the
viflage at Bethphage and Bethany, rLear the Mount of Olives. Jesus was
explicit in His directive where He said, they would find a colt, the foal of a
donkey, tied there. A colt no one had ever sat upon. They were to untie the
animal andbrtng it to Him. And, if anyone should ask, "Why are lou doins
this?", you are to say to them, "The Lord has need ofit." Andwe read that they
gave them permission.

Make no mistake. This entire episode was by desrgn. This mode was
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divinely-inspired andpre-ordatned. One of the three post-exilic prophets,

Zechaiah, wrote these prophetic words five hundred years before Jesus'birth:
(Rejoice greatly, O daaghter of Ziont Shout in triumph, O daughter of lerusalem!

Behold, your kW is coming to you; He isiust and endowed with salvstion,

flamble, and mounted on a donkey, eeefl on a colt, thefoal of a d.onkey"

lZechaiah9:91.

But Jesus' finaljourney " ...didnot begin in Jericho. It did not begin in
Galilee. It did not begin in Nazareth. It didn't even begin in Bethlehem. No!
The journey to the cross begatlong before these events took place. As the
echo of the cnrnching of the fruit was still resounding in the garden, Jesus was

akeady leaving for Calvary." a

Finally, we come to the startling realization thail JESUS' MESSAGE

WAS UNMISTAKEABLE (repeat)

In today's world, it's almost humorous, almost anecdotal, to visualize

anyone, let alone the King of kings andthe Lord of lords, riding atop a donkey

instead of a handsome steed; like a warrior who has come to vanquish His
foes.

But let's consider both the significance and the symbolism drawn from
the ancient world. In the ancientMiddle East, a king typically rode a horse

when going offto war in springtime. In conffast, when a king rode atop a

donkey, it symbolizedhewas coming in peace. Solomon even rode his father

David's donkey at his own coronation ceremony as Israel's third king [1 Kings

1:331.

When Jesus rode atop this donkey, it not only syrrbolized He was

coming in peace, but it clearly denoted His soverelgnty as the long-awaited
Redeemer King; Israel's Messiah! As Jesus made His way up to Jerusalem for
the Passover, He came as a'peacemaker'.

But not in the eyes of those who were opposed to Him. The Jewish
religious leaders denounced His message and sought His demise. Yes,

resffaint on God's part creates opportunities for those who are vehemently
opposed to Him. As Philip Yancey put it, "It took courage to risk descent to a

a Max Lucado, And the Angels Were Silent (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1981) pg.4l+
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planet known for its clumsy violence, among a race known for rejecting its
prophets. What more foolhardy thing could God have done?" 5

This account also validates the words of Psalm 118. Numbered among
the so-calLed "Songs ofAscent" (120-134). It was also one of the psalms known
as the "Hallel" (psalms ll3-118). The words to these psalms were rccited as a
prayer of praise and of thanlsgiving to God.

But as these words were sung by the throngs of people, f€w, rf any, really
knew who this Man truly was and who He purportedto be. More wrpofiantly,
they failed to understand what He came to do; or, perhaps, more approptiately
what He was. ..undorng!

"So, who was this Marr?" , you ask. " . . . Secular history offers us few
clues. In a peculiar irony, the figure who has changed human history more
than any other person managedto escape the affention of most scholars and
historians of His time. Even the four men who wrote the Gospel narratives
omitted much that would have interested modern readers, leaving out over
nine-tenths of his ltfe..." 6

Oh, there is much we do notknow aboutthe Person of Christ Jesus. But
the only thing that is of parumount importance is knowing this: 'Jesus was
bom crucified'. A 'sross-shaped shadow' followed Him all the days of His
earthly life; from the moment of His btrth to the place called Golgotha.

When the moment came when He was consciously aware of who He
was, He became conscious of what He had to do...which explains the glint of
determination on His face as He headed towards Jerusalem on that fatefal
week of His passion. Put simply, He was trudging up the way to that of His
own 'death march'[Luke 9:51] which explains the resoluteness in His words.

So, call it what you will. An act of grace. A plan of redemption. A
martyr's sacrifice. But whatever you call it, don't call it an 'accident'. Ttwas
anything butthat!

Yes, there is this much we do know about the Person of Jesus. It's as if
He purposely veiled Himselfbehind the temple curtain from those who have
deliberately enshrouded themselves in darkness. Ah, but for those who by
faith have avarled themselves to Christ Jesus, the temple veil has been torn
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from top to bottom, revealing Himself as God Incarnatet

And so it is to this day. God still exercises "the Miracle of Restraint". God
dared to love us so much, that He gave us a choice. You can live life as God
so intended, or you can die in your trespasses. The choice is up to you! It is
that simple; it is that profound!

When it comes to God's providence, one anonymous source offered this
gem of wisdom: "Respect the mystery of God's providence." So, there you
have tt. "Wte Miracle ofRestraint!"

Let us pray...


